
Cyclococcolithus 
reticulatus 

Cyclococcolithus reticulatus GARTNER & SMITH, 1967 

Figs. 1-3, 4a-d - Cyclococcolithus reticulatus n. sp., 1-3) Electron micrographs, x 8600, (1) distal view, 
(2) Type specimen, (2, 3) proximal views; 4a-d) Light micrographs, x 3400, proximal views, (4a, c) phase 
contrast, high and low focus, (4b, d) cross-polarized light, high and low focus. (The lacy network across the 
central opening of this species is commonly preserved, and yields a distinctive pseudointerference figure in 

cross-polarized light). 

FARINACCI 1974 - VII/75 



Description: 

This circular placolith has the larger distal shield consisting of 50 to 70 elements that terminate 
in a point or are rounded at the periphery. The central perforation is covered by a network 
of radially disposed elements continuous with elements of the proximal shield. The sutures 
of the distal shield are nearly radial, inclining and curving slightly clockwise. The imbrication 
appears to be very slightly sinistral. The sutures of the proximal shield are irregular near the 
central perforation but become straight near the periphery of the shield. They incline slightly 
counterclockwise and the elements may imbricate dextrally. In the distal view, the central 
perforation commonly appears polygonal. Maximum diameter, 6 to 9.5 fl.· 

Remarks: 

This species is similar to the form identified as Cyclococcolithus dictyodus (DEFLANDRE & FERT) 
by Hay and Towe (1962) but differs in having a greater number of elements in the shield; these 
elements terminate in a point and have nearly radial sutures. 

Type level: 

Yazo Formation, lower Jackson, upper Eocene. 

Type locality: 

East bank of Red River at Montgomery Landing on Creole Bluff, in West Montgomery, Grant 
Parish, Louisiana, USA. 

Depository: 

Not given. 

Author: 

Gartner S., Jr. and Smith L. A., 1967, p. 4, pl. 5, figs. 1-3, 4-a-d. 

Reference: 

Coccoliths and related calcareous nannofossils from the Yazoo Formation (Jackson, late Eocene) 
of Louisiana. Paleont. Contr. Univ. Kansas, n° 20, pp. 1-7, pls. 1-12. 
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